
 
 

Joshua 

Joshua (Josué) Baruwa, died this afternoon (I originally wrote this on Tuesday.) 
He was the 5-year-old son of Dr. Elisée, the Eye Surgeon, and his wife Micheline. 
On Sunday, he drowned while swimming. We did CPR and his heart restarted, 
but he was not breathing. We are heartbroken.  

One thing that is very different about missionary life is that all parts of it are 
lived together in community with the people we work with. Joshua’s dad 
helped take care of my eye problems. He is one of the musicians in church. 
Joshua was in Sunday School. Joshua’s mom works in Administration at the 
hospital. We live about 100 yards apart. All the doctors who tried so 
desperately to save Joshua for the past several days are like his “aunts” and 



“uncles.” We are all part of the big family of the hospital. Tonight, we will sing 
and pray all night and comfort each other as a big family. There will be coffee 
and tea with water heated over a wood fire. Helping arrange for firewood and 
other funeral details were some of my responsibilities today. Together, in the 
morning we will bury Joshua in the cemetery next to the church overlooking 
the Bongolo falls. 

 
 

Answered Prayer and Praise 

-We said goodbye to Siko, our Lab Supervisor and his wife Delphine a nurse, 
this week. Siko has accomplished his mission and trained several lab technicians 
and greatly improved the quality of the lab. Delphine has worked in the post-
surgical care area and helped teach Nurses Aides. We are thankful for them and 
for their time here and pray that God blesses them as they return home to 
Congo. 



 

 
 

Prayer Requests 

- Pray for God’s comfort for Joshua’s family. In addition to his parents, he has 
two older sisters and a little brother. 

-We are out of most HIV medicines and the order for the country won’t be 
arriving until June. I’ve set a few aside for pregnant women, to prevent 
transmission to babies. When patients stop medicines the level of virus is no 
longer suppressed and they are much more likely to infect other people. The 
virus is also likely to mutate so the same medicine will no longer work in the 
future. Pray against an epidemic of resistant HIV. 



-The Gabonese health insurance still has not paid the hospital in months. This 
makes it difficult to function. 

-Continue to pray for another long-term primary care doctor. (You can see the 
Ministry Opportunity Description of this position by clicking on this link. 

 https://www.cmalliance.org/jobs/international/africa/gabon-
bongolo/bongolo-hospital-primary-care-physician/) 

-Continue to pray for a Project Manager to coordinate the construction, and 
infrastructure projects.  

Thank you for contributing to the CMA’s Great Commission Fund. Your gifts to 
the GCF make it possible for the Alliance to send me to Bongolo and to show 

God’s love around the world. Here are some ways you could designate a 
gift: Support of Renée Valach- goes to the Great Commission Fund toward 

allowance, etc. Work of Renée Valach- for special work projects related to my 
ministry BHAIDS Treatment toward HIV treatment, particularly the pediatric 

patients. You can also give a gift through the CMA for the Bongolo Benevolent 
fund to help patients who can’t afford their care BH Poor Fund.?


